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Teaching program of

“Geopolitics” for undergraduate specializations on Political Science, International Relations and Area Studies
Course outline
The course focuses on the main issues in political geography and geopolitics. It addresses a range of topics, including world-systems approach to political geography, territorial states, nation, nationalism and citizenship, political geography framework for understanding our twenty-first-century world, introduction into contemporary geopolitics, starting from the origins of classical geopolitics and continuing the discussion with the deep analysis of the examined country-cases, including the US, Russia, and China. 
Objectives
The main objective of the course is to introduce students into contemporary debates within political geography and geoplitics. Main attention is paid to the following topics: the origins of political geography and geopolitics, the historical background of the development of geopolitics, the key features of critical geopolitics, the distribution of power in the contemporary world, main geopolitical players and their capabilities, nation, nationalism and citizenship, political geography of democracy. 
Critical approach is used throughout the course and the students are encouraged to develop their own opinion. Seminars are therefore an important part of the course. In seminars the students are encouraged to discuss issues from their (compulsory) readings. 

Learning outcomes
  After completing the course successfully, student shall be able: 
· To understand key features of political geography and geopolitics.

· To describe the evolution of geopolitics

· To analyze geopolitical issues, challenges, and goals of the main geopolitical players
· To generalize discussion on the issues of political geography and geopolitics.
· To prepare an essay and make presentation on the essay topic

Preparation for class
Students are expected to:

· attend classes on a regular basis as the classes are conducted in a combined lecture/seminar format where students should play an active part.

· read the assigned and suggested readings before they come to class

· engage actively in classroom discussions

· offer thoughtful and informed classroom presentations and written work

· submit all your assignments on time

· follow assignments closely and carefully.
Division of topics on hours
	№
	Topic titles
	Total
	Inter alia

	
	
	
	Lecture
	 Seminar

	1. 
	A world-systems approach to political geography
	4
	2
	2

	2. 
	The origins of geopolitics
	4
	2
	2

	3. 
	Territorial states
	8
	4
	2

	4. 
	Nation, nationalism and citizenship
	8
	4
	2

	5. 
	Political geography of democracy
	4
	2
	2

	6. 
	The Beginning of the Cold War Geopolitics
	4
	2
	2

	7. 
	World Politics After the Cold War Ended
	4
	2
	2

	8. 
	Critical Geopolitics
	       4
	2
	2

	9. 
	The Key Players in Contemporary Geopolitics
	4
	2
	2

	10. 
	History and Geography of the United States
	4
	2
	2

	11. 
	History and Geography of Russia
	4
	2
	2

	12. 
	History and Geography of China
	4
	2
	2

	13. 
	A political geography framework for

understanding our twenty-first-century world
	4
	2
	2


Topics with contents
Topic 1
A world-systems approach to political geography

Introduction to political geography, world-systems analysis, dimensions of a historical system, power, power and politics in the world-economy, political geography perspective on the world-economy is discussed in this topic.
Topic 2
The origins of geopolitics

This topic explores the origins of the geopolitical tradition, introducing the key traditional concepts and definitions and their relations to international relations studies. The essential formulations and theories developed by the scholarship working in these traditions will provide an overview of how different factors combine to constitute the realm of international politics.
Topic 3
Territorial states
The origin of territorial states, territory and sovereignty, territory: security and opportunity, sovereignty as international capacity, conflicting territorial claims, boundaries and capitals, frontiers and boundaries, capital cities as control centres, federalism and partition, federalism: opportunity and diversity, creating new states by partition, the nature of the states, territorial states under conditions of globalization is discussed in this topic.
Topic 4

Nation, nationalism and citizenship

The doctrine of nationalism, nationalism in practice, varieties of nationalism, the transformation of nationalism in the nineteenth century, state and nation since 1945, religion, ethnicity and nationalism, the gendered nation: feminist understandings of the nation, types of citizenship: formal and substantive, citizenship and the state, Citizenship in the capitalist world economy, movement and morals, transnational migration is reviewed in this topic.
Topic 5
Political geography of democracy

A world-systems interpretation of elections, liberal democracy and social democracy, theoretical corollary: the paradox of democratization, electoral geography contrasts between core and periphery, the dialectics of electoral geography, organization and mobilization, the development of political parties, types of electoral politics is analysed.
Topic 6

The Beginning of the Cold War Geopolitics

This topic looks at the geopolitics of the Cold War, analysing classical geopolitical concepts and locating them in the context of the bipolar confrontation. The module will explain the nature of historical circumstances, which defined the US-Soviet relations during the second part of the 20th century, and then apply classical geopolitical concepts to analyse the essence of the Cold War political order. It is expected that the module will encourage students to closely examine both the historical and geopolitical context of the Cold War to define the role of geopolitics in the global political realm. 

Topic 7
World Politics After the Cold War Ended

Following the end of the Cold War, a new array of geopolitical scholarship rose into prominence, which ultimately challenged the traditional considerations in the field of geopolitical studies. Although those theories still reflect the presence of geopolitical logic in international relations, this module intends to illuminate the principal difference between the traditional and contemporary approaches in geopolitical analysis.
Topic 8
Critical Geopolitics 

This topic engages with a vast critique of traditional geopolitical studies. A focus on critical geopolitics addresses contemporary debates related to the ever-existing questions and ambiguities in the realm of international politics. By invoking a critical strand on the geopolitical tradition, this module will introduce a wider range of theories and concepts incorporated in the discipline of geopolitics.

Topic 9
The Key Players in Contemporary Geopolitics 

This topic will elucidate the currently observed developments in the international realm and explore how an extended range of new concerns and factors in the global political realm could be assessed using traditional and contemporary geopolitical formulations. The module will explain the nature of the newly emergent issues and their impact on the relationship between the major political actors, giving students a chance to look at the current political patterns and dynamics through the lens of geopolitical analysis.

Topic 10
History and Geography of the United States

This topic explores one of the three case-studies eliminated illuminated in the course. Analysing key theoretical formulations in the context of a region, the module unravels geopolitical motives behind a number of significant events in the history of the United States.

Topic 11
History and Geography of Russia

This topics is devoted to the second equally important country, whose historical developments and transformations could be explained by employing classical geopolitical formulations. The module will provide an overview of historical and political circumstances, which laid the foundation of Russian geopolitics.
Topic 12
History and Geography of China 

As China seems to be emerging as the new global power, it is essential to understand the logic behind its recent ascendance in the global arena. This module observes how geopolitical considerations contributed to shaping both the historical background and modern political objectives of the Chinese state.
Topic 13
A political geography framework for

understanding our twenty-first-century world

The key concepts of our political geography, scale as political product and political arena, networks and the capitalist world-economy, the temporal–spatial context of political action, corporate globalization war as a systemic phenomenon, climate change: the ‘ultimate’ place–space tension is
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