MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND EDUCATION REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN

KHAZAR UNIVERSITY
Department of Political Science and Philosophy
Program on undergradute course 

"History of International Relations”
B A KU – 2021
	Autor:
	Baba Bayramlı

	
	Instructor at the Department of Political Science and Philosophy

	
	


	Reviewers:
	Mahammad Nuriyev
 Vice-rector on Academic Affairs of Khazar University, Doctor of Sciences, professor 

Javid Valiyev

Azerbaijani journalist, head of the foreign policy department of the International Relations Analysis Center



Teaching program
                                                           of 

“History of International Relations” for undergraduate specializations on Political Science, International Relations and Area Studies
Course outline
This course is designed for the undergraduate students. Course addresses the main aspects of international relations during ancient times, middle ages, modern and contemporary historical periods. 
Objectives

This course is aimed to give the students the general knowledge about history of international relations. Students will gain knowledge of the nature of international relations beginning from ancient times of world history. The emphasis will be made on the diplomatic activities during the 20th  and 21st 1th  centuries.  Specific Objectives of the Course are:
•
To support the students academically, to improve their chance of realizing their potential in analyzing processes of international politics

•
To encourage students participation and interaction and fostering, and atmosphere of tolerance and respect

•
To support the students to improve their ability to discuss and to defend their position

•
To build background for the students’ further development in Law and International Relations
Learning outcomes
By the end of the course the students should be able:

· To analyze concrete cases of international politics

· To compare foreign policies of various states in different historical periods

· To generalize discussion on the issues of international politics

· To evaluate the role of historical processes

· To prepare an essay and make presentation on the essay topic
Preparation for class

The structure of this course makes your individual study and preparation outside the class extremely important. The lecture material will focus on the major points introduced in the text. Reading the assigned chapters and having some familiarity with them before class will greatly assist students’ understanding of the lecture. After the lectures students should study their notes and work relevant problems from the end of the chapter and sample exam questions. 
Group discussion

Students’ activity during classes will be evaluated on the basis of their participation in discussions on various topics during the lesson. The instructor will make notes after each discussion and will evaluate students’ activities before the final exam.

Professional behavior guidelines

The students shall behave in the way to create favorable academic and professional environment during the class hours.  Unauthorized discussions and unethical behavior are strictly prohibited.

Division of topics on hours
	№
	Topic titles
	Total
	Inter alia

	
	
	
	Lecture
	 Seminar

	1.
	International Relations in Ancient Times
	4
	2
	2

	2.
	International Relations During Middle Ages
	4
	2
	2

	3.
	International Relations in 16th – 18th Centuries
	4
	2
	2

	4.
	International Relations in 19th Century
	4
	2
	2

	5.
	International Relations Before and During the First World War
	4
	2
	2

	6.
	Versailles Congress
	4
	2
	2

	7.
	International Relations of Azerbaijan Democratic Republic
	4
	2
	2

	8.
	Diplomatic Activities in 1920s
	4
	2
	2

	9.
	Rise of Nazism in Europe and Destruction of Versailles
	4
	2
	2

	10.
	International Relations During Second World War
	4
	2
	2

	11.
	The Beginning of the Cold War  
	4
	2
	2

	12.
	The Dilemma of Containment: From Korea to Vietnam
	4
	2
	2

	13.
	Bipolar System of International Relations in 1968-1991
	4
	2
	2

	14.
	Collapse of the Soviet Union and the New World Order
	4
	2
	2

	15.
	International Relations of Azerbaijan Republic
	4
	2
	2


Topics with contents
Topic 1
International Relations in Ancient Times
Ancient states of East and West, the first empires, role of diplomacy ancient states, the Amarna letters,  the second millennium: the balance of powers, the agents of diplomacy: the messengers, Sun Tzu and his “The Art of War”, the Maurya Empire (322–185 BC) in India during the reign of Ashoka the Great, international relations of ancient Greece, important facts about Ancient Greek diplomacy, ancient Rome in the system of international relations, early multilateral diplomacy, diplomacy and democracy, Greco-Roman relations in classical antiquity‎, Silk Road, Roman influence in Caucasian Albania.
Topic 2

International Relations During Middle Ages

Peculiarities of Middle Ages’ Diplomacy, Byzantine diplomacy, the Roman Pope and French state, Arabic Diplomacy, Consul Services in Italian states, the medieval contribution to modern international relations, the medieval Roman and canon law origins of international law, the medieval and early modern legacy of rights, international relations and the ‘modern’ Middle Ages, Between false-universalism and radical-particularism, secularism in question, marriage diplomacy, the crusades, formation of centralized states, state and trade interest, main coflicts and contradictions in Europe, wars durinf Reformation, International relations in the East.
Topic 3

International Relations in 16th – 18th Centuries

Political map of Europe and Asia in 16th century, state interest according to Machiavelli, Raison d’etat  of Richelieu, Thirty-Year War, the Westphalian System, Holy Roman Empire, Eastern European polygon, trade and colonial rivalry, dynastic wars of Europe (1688–1748), “Diplomatic Revolution” and Seven-year war, the Eastern question, division of Poland, war for independence in Northern America and European states, the principle of national sovereignty, French revolution and Europe, Politics of revolutionary expansion, Azerbaijan in the system of international relations of  15-18th centuries. 
Topic 4
International Relations in 19th Century

New phenomenon in diplomacy with emerging of capitalism, French hegemony in Europe, goals of anti-french coalition, collapse of Napoleon’s empire,Vienna Congress, , Talleyrand’s diplomacy, Holy Alliance and struggle of nations for self-determination,  the Balance-of-Power system, the European concert, the principle of legitimacy,  confrontation of concervative and liberal monarchies, colonial expansion of  France and Great Britain, revolutions of 1848-1849 and their influence on international system, the Crimean War the Paris Congress, unification of Germany and Italy, Bismarck’s Realpolitik, French-Prussian war, Eastern crisis and Russian-Turkish war of 1877-1878, formation of military blocks. 
Topic 5

International Relations Before and During the First World War

Colonial conflicts and conpromises, aggravation of contradictions, wars for division of the world, propoganda of war and occupation, goals of the First World War, Europe on the crossroads, July crisis and the beginning of First World War, expansion of fighting coalitions, entering of Japan, Ottoman Empire and Italy into war, twenty one requirements to Japan and China, USA’s entering to the war and turn in the war, revolutions in Russia and communist coup d’etat in Russia, diplomatic manoeuvre of Germany and Austria-Hungary, withdrawal of Sovit Russia from the war and Brest-litovsk agreement,  defeat of the Central Powers, Treaty of Compiegne.
Topic 6

Versailles Congress
Versailles negotiations, peace projects of winner states, Struggle for division of territories of Ottoman and Austria-Hungarian empires, Wilsonian concept of reshaping the world, The “Russian Question”, Formation of the League of Nations, the Treaty of Versailles, the Treaty of Saint-Germain, the Treaty of Neuilly, the Treaty of Trianon, the Treaty of Sèvres, participation of delegation of  Azerbaijan Democratic Republic in the Versailles Congress, the system of mandates, domination representation, historical assessments of Versailles Congress.
Topic 7

International Relations of Azerbaijan Democratic Republic

Declaration of independence, overview of Azerbaijan Democratic Republic’s (1918-1920) foreign policy, ADR’s relations with Ottoman Empire, Azerbaijan Democratic Republic’s activity in international arena, ADR’s foreign policy after Armistice of Mudros (October 30, 1918),  de facto and de jure recognition of the state independence, guaranteeing the general security and security of borders, the search for allies (especially among great powers), establishing political/economic/trade relations with neighbors and other states, promotion of the idea of the Caucasian Confederation. Main threats that threatened the existence and security of ADR: 1) the Baku Bolshevik Commune, 2) General Denikin’s Voluntary Army, 3) Violent tension with Armenia and local war in the borderland, 4) the Bolshevik Russia. 
Topic 8

Diplomatic Activities in 1920s

British-American and American-Japanese contradictions in the Far East, the Washington conference, Genoa conference, Rapallo agreement between Soviet Russia and Germany, the Hague conference, Lausanne conference, the Big powers and Dawes plan, Locarno agreements, weekening of the Little Entente, increase of military threat and problem of disarmement, Young plan, France’s anxiety of security and Kellogg–Briand Pact, World Economic crisis and its consequences.  
Topic 9

Rise of Nazism in Europe and Destruction of Versailles

The end of pacifism, Japanese occupation of Manchuria, international Disarmament conference, coming to power of Adolf Hitler and his foreign policy program, the Pact of Four, MacDonald’s disarmament plan, withdrawal of Germany from the League of Nations, Berlin-Tokyo-Rome Axis, refuse of Germany from military articles of Versailles Treaty, Italian occupation of Ethiopia, militarization of Rhine province, civil war in Spain and foreign intervention, Chamberlain and the policy of appeasement, German occupation of Austria, the Munich agreement, Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, attack of Germany against Poland and the beginning of the Second World War.

Topic 10

International Relations During Second World War

Defeat of Poland and strengthening of the position of Germany in Central and South-East Europe, foreign policy expansion of the USSR in 1939-1940, Soviet-Finnish war, defeat of France and establishment of German hegemony in Europe, Berlin negotiations between Germany and Soviet Union, attack of Germany against the USSR and formation of anti-Hitler coalition, Japanese attack  on the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor and entering the US to the war, Atlantic Charter, radical turn in the war, war time conferences of “Big Three”, Tehran conference, opening of the second front, Yalta conference, capitulation of Germany, Potsdam conference, atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki by the US forces, capitulation of Japan and the end of the war.
Topic 11

The Beginning of the Cold War
Origins of the Cold War, Roosevelt concept “Four Policemen”, Problems of post-war regulations, Polish and German questions, Marshall Plan coup d'état in  Czechoslovakia, Churchill’s speech in Fulton, "Iron Curtain", the policy of “Containment”, success and pain of containment, Berlin crisis in 1848-1849, civil war in China and CEATO,  postwar Soviet expansionism and establishment of left-wing governments in the countries of eastern Europe, Cominform and conflict between Tito and Stalin, formation of NATO and American "nuclear umbrella" for European countries as a deterrent against any Soviet temptation.

Topic 12

The Dilemma of Containment: From Korea to Vietnam
The Korean war, N. Khruschev, D. Eisenhower and the Stalinization, the Warsaw Pact and Hungarian revolution, Berlin ultimatum of 1958, European integration, rivalry of Big powers in the Third World, Soviet-Chinese conflict, arm rase in the space, Suez crisis, Cuban revolution, Berlin crisis of 1961, Caribbean crisis of 1962 and its solution, Vietnam war, from confrontation to relaxation, withdrawal of France from military organization of NATO, Brezhnev Doctrine.

Topic 13

Bipolar System of International Relations in 1968-1991

Intervention of forces of Warsaw Pact against Czechoslovakia, escalation of confrontation of Big Powers in the Third World, American-Chinese convergence, R. Nixon,  L. Brezhnev and relaxation, Helsinki Final Act, deterioration of the East and the West at the end of 1970s, “the Second Cold War”, Soviet intervention against Afghanistan, Regan doctrine, Solidarity movement in Poland and introduction of martial law, military and economic problems of the USA and USSR, “the new thinking” of Gorbachev, Reykjavik summit and breakthrough in relations of the East and the West, collapse of the Eastern block.
Topic 14

Collapse of the Soviet Union and the New World Order

International outcomes of the collapse of Soviet Union and formation of CIS, Middle East Peace settlement in the end of 1980s and beginning of 1990s, intensification of European integration, Maastricht treaty, collapse of Yugoslavia, civil war in Afghanistan, conflicts in the South Caucasus, Tajikistan and Moldova, Russian-American relations in 1990s, conflict in Bosnia and the first intervention of NATO, Kosovo conflict, expansion of NATO, terrorist attacks against the USA in September 2001, war between Russia and Georgia, Arabic Spring, Crimean crisis, Russian-Ukrainian war.
Topic 15
International Relations of Azerbaijan Republic

Declaration of Independence of Azerbaijan Republic, principles, purposes and priorities of foreign policy of the Republic of Azerbaijan, National Security Concept of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Azerbaijan between 1991- 1993: The Rise and Fall of the Popular Front,  The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict as the foreign policy priority of Azerbaijan, the Minsk group activities, energy diplomacy: export of Azerbaijan’s oil and gas resources, legal status of the Caspian Sea as part of Azerbaijan’s foreign policy, Azerbaijan-US relations, Azerbaijan-the European Union relations, Azerbaijan-NATO partnership, Azerbaijan-Russian relations, Azerbaijan-Turkey Relations: One Nation Two States,  Azerbaijan-Israel relations: strategic partnership, relations with Countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America, the Second Karabakh war and liberation of territory from Armenian occupation. 
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