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Teaching program
of

“Modern Diplomacy” for undergraduate specializations on Political Science, International Relations and Area Studies

Course outline
This course is designed for the undergraduate students. Course addresses such questions as nature of diplomacy; foreign policy organization, structure and assessments; diplomatic correspondence; diplomatic styles and methods; dynamics of negotiations; interrelations of diplomacy with trade and security; analysis of international treaties and agreements.

Objectives

This course is aimed to give the students the general knowledge about tasks, principles, theoretical and practical aspects of modern diplomacy. We will begin with a general overview and then go into more details.
Learning outcomes
By the end of the course the students should be able:

By the end of the course the students should be able:

· To build up and work with a team for decision making.

· To consider external and internal factors while making a decision

· To develop and interpret political statements

· To evaluate alternative projects and suggest one with maximum utility

· To prepare an essay

Preparation for class

The structure of this course makes your individual study and preparation outside the class extremely important. The lecture material will focus on the major points introduced in the text. Reading the assigned chapters and having some familiarity with them before class will greatly assist students’ understanding of the lecture. After the lectures students should study their notes and work relevant problems from the end of the chapter and sample exam questions. 

Group discussion

Students’ activity during classes will be evaluated on the basis of their participation in discussions on various topics during the lesson. The instructor will make notes after each discussion and will evaluate students’ activities before the final exam.

Professional behavior guidelines

The students shall behave in the way to create favorable academic and professional environment during the class hours.  Unauthorized discussions and unethical behavior are strictly prohibited.

Division of topics on hours
	№
	Topic titles
	Total
	Inter alia

	
	
	
	Lecture
	 Seminar

	1.
	Nature of Diplomacy
	4
	2
	2

	2.
	Foreign Policy Organization 
	4
	2
	2

	3.


	Embassies and other Representatives 
	4
	2


	2

	4.
	Diplomatic Style and Methods
	4
	2
	2

	5.
	Negotiation 
	4
	2
	2

	6.
	International Financial Relations 
	4
	2
	2

	7.
	Trade, Foreign Policy and Diplomacy
	4
	2
	2

	8.
	Environmental Diplomacy
	4
	2
	2

	9.
	Diplomacy and Security 
	4
	2
	2

	10.
	Diplomacy and Mediation
	4
	2
	2

	11.
	The Diplomacy of Normalization
	4
	2
	2

	12.
	Disaster and emergency diplomacy
	4
	2
	2

	13.
	International Treaties 
	4
	2
	2

	14.
	Diplomatic Correspondence
	4
	2
	2

	15.
	Developing diplomatic practice
	4
	2
	2


Topics with contents
Topic 1
 Nature of Diplomacy

Tasks of diplomacy; development of diplomacy; diplomatic setting; diplomatic process; the changing nature of diplomacy; day-to-day problems; promotion of interests (political, economic, scientific, military, tourism); explanation and defense of policy; strengthening bilateral relations;  bilateral coordination; • multilateral cooperation; information and communication; assessment and reporting;  monitoring; international negotiation; duty of protection; contribution to international order; normative and rule-making; mediation/pacific settlement; counter-diplomacy; players in diplomacy; open and secret diplomacy.
Topic 2

Foreign Policy Organization
Central organisation of foreign policy; the role of foreign ministries and representation; issues covering the management of key sectors such as trade and foreign ministry reorganisation; aspects of abnormal relations and representation; development of foreign ministries; websites: foreign ministries, embassies and delegations; wikileaks: implications for foreign ministries and embassies; International economic policy: trade and finance; representation and public relations; abnormal relations and non-recognition; problems of national coordination and institutional rivalry over the responsibility for the nontraditional areas of policy.
Topic 3

Embassies and other Representatives 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations; establishment of diplomatic relations between states and of permanent diplomatic missions; the functions of a diplomatic mission; appointment of members of the mission, their arrival and their final departure or the termination of their functions with the mission; classification of the Heads of mission; obligations of the receiving State; obligations of the sending State; diplomatic immunity; conditions when  the function of a diplomatic agent comes to an end; break of diplomatic relations; Vienna Convention on Consular Relations; Optional Protocol to the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations concerning the Compulsory Settlement of Disputes.
Topic 4
Diplomatic Style and Methods
Categorizaztion of diplomatic styles and methods; cooperative methods: exchange of views; clarification of drafting; intention on policy; seeking support for an initiative and building bilateral relations or coalitions and negotiation; communications methods: image/presence; getting the message across; attack; counter-public diplomacy;  operational environment and the media; strategies based on resistance or seeking delay move diplomacy potentially into non-cooperative areas; common counter-strategies; expansion strategy; co-hosting international events; sponsoring or co-sponsoring resolutions; mediation initiatives; diplomatic space; the use of bilateral and multilateral relations; side-diplomacy; the effectiveness of diplomacy by visits; coercive diplomacy.
Topic 5

Negotiation 
Negotiation as an attempt to explore and reconcile conflicting positions in order to reach an acceptable outcome; classification of international negotiation according to the purpose of the parties; normalisation agreements; extension agreements; redistribution and innovative agreements;  multilateral negotiations: collegiate, chair-led, fragmented multilateral, technical specialist, parliamentary and informal negotiations; the procedural conduct of negotiations as a result of the establishment of several working groups in a multilateral conference; the scope of negotiations; the content of a conference agenda; secrecy; the process of negotiation; complex multilateral diplomacy; three areas of agreement; consensus; dynamic aspects of negotiation; developments in international agreements.
Topic 6

International Financial Relations 
Bretton Woods Conference; formation of World Bank Group and International Monetary Fund; General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade; special drawing rights; formal and informal structural changes in the IMF’s central institutions; establishment of the Interim Committee; Intergovernmental Group of 24 on International Monetary Affairs (G-24); problems generated by fluctuations in commodity prices, such as petroleum, or shortfalls in commodity export earnings; long-term arrangements to assist structural adjustment; the extended payments crisis; post-communist economic reconstruction in Russia, Eastern Europe and Central Asia; enlarged access policy; multilateral debt restructuring; Paris Club; new priorities and approaches.
Topic 7

Trade, Foreign Policy and Diplomacy
Trade and foreign policy; multilateral rule making; bilateral political setting or legal framework; defence of trade interests; dispute settlement; creation of innovative agreements; economic sanctions; international trade setting; multilateral institutions: the WTO; challenges to GATT; the Uruguay Round legacy; the WTO negotiations process: Doha Round; Resumption and breakdown of Doha Round trade talks; Negotiating Groups on Rules: the gulf in concepts; various methods of WTO international trade negotiations; importance of bilateral economic agreements; international trade disputes; ethical issues and international standards. 
Topic 8

Environmental Diplomacy
Main characteristics of environmental diplomacy; safety-related environmental diplomacy; the effect of scientific advancement on environmental initiatives and negotiations; the stages of a collegiate-style conference; players in environmental diplomacy; ministerial involvement in ongoing technical-level negotiations; alteration of style and emphasis in the way negotiations are conducted; international institutions: stakes and influence; evolution of contemporary environmental diplomacy; the dynamic of environmental negotiations; techniques have been developed in multilateral diplomacy to attempt to construct widely acceptable solutions; concession and compromise; informal administrative or goodgovernance-type instruments such as declarations, codes, guidelines and action plans; international environmental agreements and other measures.
Topic 9

Diplomacy and Security 
Definition of security at three levels; diplomacyas an essential element in the continual process of defining, maintaining and enhancing security; problems concerning the balance of emphasis between internal and external security requirements and in their external diplomacy; security and the international system; preventive diplomacy: the development of a doctrine; line between core concepts of conflict prevention diplomacy, peacemaking and peacekeeping; implications for diplomacy; fundamental problems of so-called ‘secondary conflicts’; rules and international security; Allies, alliances and diplomacy; redefining security; security of small states.
Topic 10

Diplomacy and Mediation
Mediation: meaning and definitions; distinction of mediation from conciliation or arbitration; the formal mediators: formal officeholders of states, international institutions, special representatives, envoys and groups; informal mediators: business, labor organizations, opposition politicians, aid workers, religious leaders and other ‘citizen’ diplomats being called in to perform on an invited basis; mediation strategies; initial or pre-negotiation contacts;  frequency of meetings; construction of an agenda; order of items and introduction of new texts; techniques focusing on developing rapport, the framing of the problem, creating commonly held conceptions about what the outcome might broadly look like, and willingness to progress from initial negotiations to substantive exchange and agreed solutions; constraints on mediation. 
Topic 11

The Diplomacy of Normalization
Definition of normalization; sudden deterioration in relations; communicating the state of relations; non-appointment of an ambassador and the maintenance of relations at the level of chargé d’affaires; breaks in diplomatic relations; economic indicators of formal relations; the normalisation process; reestablishment of contact using formal or informal channels; informal exchanges; low-level signalling;   partial resumption of trade and financial relations; initiation or resumption of preparatory negotiations; removal of trade or other embargo restrictions; Policy revision; bureaucratic search for new formulae; willingness to make new or significant substantive concessions on a unilateral or reciprocal basis; high-level public signalling; Normalisation negotiations on core issues; conclusion of normalisation agreements; reestablishment of full diplomatic relations.
Topic 12

Disaster and emergency diplomacy
Definition of humanitarian disaster diplomacy; international disaster relief; early warning systems; Indian ocean tsunami;  communications: the limits of interconnectedness; the diplomatic management of the actual crisis; international disaster coordination; national foreign policy sensitivity; debt relief: finding appropriate solutions in crisis; national and international multi-agency communication; the protection of nationals and tracing missing persons or victims; limits of coordination between institutions; information failure; the failure or inability of organizations to move beyond the main agenda; evidence on the limited role of NGOs in some disasters because of foreign policy sensitivities; the role of standard operating procedures in organisations.
Topic 13

International Treaties 
The Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties; treaties as the instruments for many kinds of legal acts, ranging from bilateral or multilateral agreements on trade, customs and the creation of international organisations to the ending of a military conflict and redistribution of territory; conventions; interdepartmental agreements; exchange of notes; declarations; miscellaneous treaty forms and other international instruments; Final Act; protocol; memoranda of understanding; agreed minute as an informal instrument; interim agreements;  formalities of treaties; the effect on public accountability and the enhancement of bureaucratic power in diplomacy; the growing fusion of public and private interests in many areas of modern diplomacy.
Topic 14

Diplomatic Correspondence
Methods of diplomatic communication; diplomatic notes used for a variety of purposes ranging from routine matters of administration between an embassy and host foreign ministry, registration of treaties, granting or refusing overflight clearance, and peace proposals, through to official protests at the actions of other states and actors; maps, boundaries and claims; affirmation of rights; disputes on the record and the search for support;  condemnation of action; letters as o form of diplomatic correspondence most commonly used to raise questions and explain policy, as well as set out intended lines of action; memoranda and policy recommendations; aides-memoires as frameworks.   
Topic 15
Developing diplomatic practice
Phenomenon of transitional diplomacy; the development of operating procedures in multilateral conference diplomacy; changing forms of implementing international agreements; fragmentation and fluidity of contemporary state groupings; the growth of regionalism; intrusion or involvement of diplomacy in areas that previously would have been regarded as ‘domestic’ policy; regime, representation and diplomatic style; the general use of inner, limited-membership specialist working groups and intersessional correspondence groups; preparatory meetings and ‘rescue package’ diplomacy conducted from the wings; the growing impact of personal diplomacy; summits and conferences; open and secret diplomacy.
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