MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND EDUCATION REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN

KHAZAR UNIVERSITY
Department of Political Science and Philosophy
Program on undergradute course 

"Nation and Nationalism”
B A KU – 2021
	Autor:
	Baba Bayramlı

	
	Instructor at the Department of Political Science and Philosophy

	
	


	Reviewers:
	

	
	Farid Guliyev
Instructor at the Department of Political Science and Philosophy
Nazim Jafarov

Docent of UNEC "Economics and Management" department



Teaching program
of

“Nation and Nationalism” for undergraduate specializations on Political Science, International Relations and Area Studies

Course outline
The notion of nationalism addressed from a multidisciplinary perspective, is one of the central concerns in contemporary theory.  With its significant role in the lives of individuals and in the development of world politics, nationalism continues to be a source of informed debate. In this course student will seek to answer to the question of what a nation is. Do nations exist primordially, or are they manufactured products of relatively recent human history?  Why do some identities become politicized rather than others?  How Significant is Nationalism as a Cause of War? These and other questions will be addressed in this survey of the conflicting theories and experiences of nationhood. Different theories of nationalism will be taken into account, and particularly primordialism, voluntarism and constructivism during the 19th and 20th century.  The synchronic rational of these theories will be also discussed in connection with myths and symbols as well as in the light of gender and religious relations.
Objectives

The objective of this course is to promote an open-minded attitude to diversity and reducing stereotypes and prejudices towards “others”.  The course will discuss in detail about the major contemporary theories of nationalism and key concepts such as 'nation', 'nationalism', 'ethnicity' and 'identity'. The intersectionality of identity formation to include variety of elements and nation is in the focus of the course. Therefore, students will spend several weeks examining the intersection between nationalism and other important topics such as religion, gender, culture and institutional approaches to identity diversity.
Learning outcomes
The ultimate aim of the course is to give the student a clear understanding of the concept of nationalism, and the understanding how to use it by itself or in comparison with other political science concepts.  Students will have the opportunity to examine how contemporary social and political changes are affecting the future of nationalism. Students will learn to assess how globalization affects sovereignty, national belonging, democracy and the nation state.
Preparation for class

The structure of this course makes your individual study and preparation outside the class extremely important. The lecture material will focus on the major points introduced in the text. Reading the assigned chapters and having some familiarity with them before class will greatly assist students’ understanding of the lecture. After the lectures students should study their notes and work relevant problems from the end of the chapter and sample exam questions. 

Group discussion

Students’ activity during classes will be evaluated on the basis of their participation in discussions on various topics during the lesson. The instructor will make notes after each discussion and will evaluate students’ activities before the final exam.

Professional behavior guidelines

The students shall behave in the way to create favorable academic and professional environment during the class hours.  Unauthorized discussions and unethical behavior are strictly prohibited.

Division of topics on hours
	№
	Topic titles
	Total
	Inter alia

	
	
	
	Lecture
	 Seminar

	1.
	History and impacts of nationalism
	4
	2
	2

	2.
	The culture of industrialism
	4
	2
	2

	3.
	Capitalism and nationalism
	4
	2
	2

	4.
	State and nation
	4
	2
	2

	5.
	Nationalism as a Cause of World War I
	4
	2
	2

	6.
	Nationalism: Divisive or Beneficial?
	4
	2
	2

	7.
	Economic Advancement and Nationalism Spirit in Europe
	4
	2
	2

	8.
	Political messianism
	4
	2
	2

	9.
	Invention and imagination
	4
	2
	2

	10.
	Primordialism and perennialism
	4
	2
	2

	11.
	Ethno-symbolism
	4
	2
	2

	12.
	The rise of classical modernism 
	4
	2
	2

	13.
	Beyond modernism
	4
	2
	2

	14.
	Future of nations. Globalization and post-nationalism
	4
	2
	2

	15.
	Problems, paradigms and prospects
	4
	2
	2


Topics with contents
Topic 1
History and impacts of nationalism
Nationalism is considered to be a political principle which is based on the idea of political and national unity being congruent; historical overview of nationalism concept;  the eighteenth-century Europe events considered to be closely connected with the origin of ‘nationalism; notions as ‘modern state’ and ‘popular sovereignty,’ following the period of the French Revolution; promotion of nationalism in the sphere of politics and social forces; nation-states are legitimately being founded on the basis of national self-determination; creation of different forms of nationalism under the influence of political traditions; negative aspect of nationalism; political mobilization and constriction of many ethnic groups are the results of nationalism domination; positive effects of nationalism; social vision of the nationalist environment.
Topic 2
The culture of industrialism
Agroliterate and industrial societies; main stages in history: the pre-agrarian, the agrarian and the industrial; endless cognitive and economic growth, ceaseless discovery and innovation as central ideas of modern society; from ‘low’ to ‘high’ cultures; cultures in the sense of systems of norms and communications;  the cultural shreds and patches used by nationalism; nationalism and industrialism; relationship between cultural diversity, access to education and power-holding nationalism and ‘high cultures’; nationalism and public education; nationalism and historical continuity; nationalism and the ethnic past; danger of ethnocentrism in most of the meanings associated with the concepts of modernity and modernisation.
Topic 3
Capitalism and nationalism
The rise and spread of nations and nationalism from the social consequences of capitalism; heritage of classical Marxist interpretations of ‘the national question’; imperialism and uneven development; populism and romanticism; ‘nationalism-producing’ development; the social base of nationalism; internal colonialism; ethno-regionalism; elite strategies of ‘rational choice’; the progressive nature of anti-colonial liberation movements; nationalism within the context of political philosophy; two forms of nationalism in Africa and Asia: the civic, territorial form based upon the colonial territory and the colonial experience, and the more ethnic, genealogical form based upon pre-existing popular ethnic communities; social composition of nationalist movements in a number of smaller east European countries; elusive complexity of definitional features of concepts of the nation and nationalism. 
Topic 4
State and nation
Sources of political modernism; idea of modernity as a revolution in administration and communications; the reflexive state; the nation beyond the state; yearnings for cultural regeneration as the contribution of fringe intellectuals without much influence on the political course of a given nationalism; nations and the inter-state order; the state and war; a political theory of nationalism; state and society: bridging the gulf; identity and politics; intellectuals and nationalist ideology; political modernism and ethnic history; conventional ‘substantialist’ accounts of nationalism; impact on such nations of the inter-state system; accommodation between the prescriptive principle of sovereignty and the popular principle of national self-determination; nationalism originated in protest against the exactions of authoritarian, militarised states which invaded the private spheres of the family, religion and education and linked them to the militarised state.
Topic 5
Nationalism as a Cause of World War I
The use of force is the best way to solve issues among nations; nationalism mainly perceived as a sense of pride experienced by a nation; alliance system affecting the world’s situation and triggering the war; the Pan-Slavic movement started promoting a sense of Slavic unity; the willingness of a country to become superior to others; neutrality making the USA develop its nationalism; the participation of the USA in World War I dividing its populations and affecting national stability; America’s entrance into the war and its contribution; The Treaty of Versailles and the role of President Woodrow Wilson.
Topic 6
Nationalism: Divisive or Beneficial?
Benefits and disadvantages of nationalism; fundamentals of patriotic principles; material prosperity recognized to be a less important principle of a stable political order; the ways the members of society care about their national identity; actions of the members of society to express the so-called principle of self-determination; classical nationalism supporting the idea of a sovereign state, which is to be governed by a nation; cultural proximity ss one of the key characteristic features of nationalism; communal life, which determines the identity of every member of society; majority of the society moderating and differentiating rights among various cultural groups.
Topic 7
Economic Advancement and Nationalism Spirit in Europe
Spread of nationhood among the citizens of particular geographic regions; shared ideas, common principles and a common purpose; the identification the people dwelling in Europe but having distinct characteristics; different ideas and different strategies on how to make nations grow; use of a common official language within a country; challenging the political establishments that violated the principle of nationhood; religion as an important aspect of the unification process; the suffering of some German-speaking individuals in the hands of other rulers which helped cement the German citizenship bond; German and Italy’s unification as the examples of real nationhood; the Italian government structure and the acceptance of the administration by the people.
Topic 8
Political messianism
‘Political religion’; nationalism, as a fervent and puritan ideology of mass self-sacrifice; marginal youth; the cult of the ‘dark gods’; a millennial opiate; colonialism and the intellectuals; millennialism and progress; the religion of history; Western research into the ethnic traditions and cultures of the colonies, prepared the way for alternative conceptions and new leaderships in the African and Asian colonies; the revolutionary aims and style of the politics of millennial nationalism; discrepancy between imperial ideals and colonial practices; the solvent of cultural westernisation and social modernisation, which undermines traditional communities and breaks the age-old transmission of political habits and ideas; racial discrimination in the imperial bureaucracy; the nation, along with nationalism as a new-fangled type of community, a construct of disaffected intellectuals, without any precursor or foundation in pre-modern epochs; the problem of ‘popular resonance’ which all theories of ‘elite manipulation’ face.
Topic 
Invention and imagination
Inventing nations; ethnic and civic nationalisms; ‘proto-national’ bonds; the nation as construct; imagining the nation; an imagined community; print-capitalism and re-presentation; mass self-sacrifice; development of nationalism in various parts of the world; the nature and appeal of nations by analysing national traditions; social cohesion or membership of groups, real or artificial communities; institutions, status or relations of authority; inculcating beliefs, value systems and conventions of behaviour; difference between old and invented practices; mass, civic and democratic political nationalism, modelled on the kind of citizen nation created by the French Revolution; ‘ethno-linguistic’ nationalism, in which smaller groups asserted their right to separate from large empires and create their own states on the basis of ethnic and/or linguistic ties.
Topic 10
Primordialism and perennialism
Concepts of biology and the ‘primordial’ tie of nationality, albeit in rudimentary form; common myths and historical experiences with preferential endogamy; discrimination between phenomena of differing degrees of power, inclusiveness and complexity; the idea that individual kin selection in families and clans; the power and passion of ethnic ties and nationalism; distinguishing intra-state from inter-state primordial attachments, which encourage respectively separatism and pan- or irredentist movements; Brass’s moderate political ‘instrumentalist’ approach; underived nature of primordial attachments, which precedes all social interaction; the emotional, affective nature of primordial sentiments and attachments; perennialism accepting the modernity of nationalism as a political movement and ideology, but regarding nations either as updated versions of immemorial ethnic communities, or as collective cultural identities that have existed, alongside ethnic communities, in all epochs of human history.
Topic 11
Ethno-symbolism
‘Old, continuous’ nations; pre-modern nations; cultural and political nationalism; myth-symbol complexes; a framework of national emergence; culture and the border; ‘dual legitimation’; ethnies and ethno-symbolism; origins and types of nation; ethno-symbolism considered; the ‘essence’ of the nation as opposed to its constructed quality; the antiquity of the nation versus its purely modern appearance; the cultural basis of nationalism contrasted with its political aspirations and goals; language and linguistic politics as the main factors in creating national consciousness in modern European new nations; the role of economic and geographical causes in the formation of overseas nations of European origin; myth-symbol content of ethnic identities in Islam and Christendom;  distinguishing different kinds of nationalist movement, and especially between voluntarist and organic varieties, and between territorially grounded and ethnically based nationalisms.
Topic 12
The rise of classical modernism
The roots of classical modernism; the classical modernist paradigm of nationalism; issues dominating the theory of nations and nationalism; the racist schema of biological struggle for mastery of organic racial nations; long evolution of European nationalities from their ethnic foundations; formulation of a coherent modernist approach to the understanding of nations and nationalism; the importance of political memories, the role of intellectuals in preserving the ‘irreplaceable culture values’ of a nation; the importance of nation-states in the rise of the special character of the modern West; the idea of the nation and the mobilising power of nationalism; the era of Western liberalisation following economic expansion and accelerated decolonisation in Asia and Africa; widespread adoption of the model and ideal of ‘nation-building’.
Topic 13
Beyond modernism
Polyethnicity, past and future; the post-national agenda; fragmentation and hybrid identities; gender and nation; liberalism and civic or ethnic nationalism; nationalism and globalization; national identity and supra-nationalism; immense costs of nation-states and nationalism; polyethnic hierarchy at the cost of national unity; the impact of current population movements on the prospects of the national state, and especially the fragmentation of national identity and the rise of multiculturalism; the impact of feminist analysis and issues of gender on the nature of national projects, identities and communities, and the role of gendered symbolism and women’s collective self-assertion; the predominantly normative and political debate on the consequences for citizenship and liberty of civic and ethnic types of nationalism, and their relations with liberal democracy; the impact of globalisation trends, and of ‘postmodern’ supranational projects, on national sovereignty and national identity.

Topic 14
Future of nations. Globalization and post-nationalism
Strong nation-state / weak international social cohesion (national governments remain in control of their destiny and are unwilling to work together on common problems); strong nation-state / strong international social cohesion (national governments, while they remain in control of their destiny, are willing to work together on common problems and this collaboration evolves gradually into some form of global governance);  weak nation-state / strong international social cohesion (national governments lose control over their countries and transnational corporations fill the vacuum); Weak nation-state / weak international social cohesion (national governments lose control over their countries and since there is no organisation to fill the vacuum this results in increasing chaos); different routes to world unity; the notion of the “global village”.
Topic 15
Problems, paradigms and prospects
The failure to reach a consensus on the delimitation of the field, in particular, the disagreement between those who wish to treat problems of nations and nationalism as quite separate and distinct from issues of ethnicity; the notorious terminological difficulties in the field, and the failure to reach even a preliminary agreement on the definitions of key concepts; the problems of definitions arise, in part, from the deep divisions between basic paradigms and methodological approaches in the field; relating various research concerns to each other to form a more composite picture of progress in the field; the problem of different value-orientations to issues of ethnicity and nationalism; paradigms and prospects.
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