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Program 

For

“Ancient and Medieval Social History of Political Thought” course
Explanatory notes
Course objectives: The course provides comprehensive understanding on the development of political ideas and their evolution, as well as teaches approaches to examine and analyze such concepts as justice, legitimacy, equality, democracy, sovereignty, and social order. Its foremost objective is to introduce a broader picture to the political ideas, bringing the state and societal theories together to solve the dilemma, which puzzled the most prominent political thinkers and on how to organize and structure state and society to bring order and prosperity.
Learning outcomes: 
On successful completion of this unit, students will be able to: 

1. Examine political thought through the Classical, Renaissance, and Enlightenment periods based on the works of Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, and Marx;

2. Compare and contrast the concepts of justice, freedom, equality, citizenship, and sovereignty in the works of Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau;
3. Explain the different versions of, and importance of, the state of nature to political thought;
Presentation of Topics by teaching hours
	№
	Themes
	Total 
	Including

	
	
	
	Lecture
	Seminar

	1.
	Introduction to the History of Political Philosophy (Difference between Politics and Political Philosophy; Development of Political Thought)
	4
	2
	2

	2.
	Ancient Eastern Political Philosophy
	4
	2
	2

	3.
	Ancient Greek Political Philosophy I (Sophists; Socrates)
	4
	2
	2

	4.
	Ancient Greek Political Philosophy II (Plato)
	4
	2
	2

	5.
	Ancient Greek Political Philosophy II (Aritstotle)
	4
	2
	2

	6.
	Ancient Roman Political Philosophy I (Epicurus and Polybius)
	4
	2
	2

	7.
	Ancient Roman Political Philosophy II (Cicero; Augustine Aurelius)
	4
	2
	2

	8.
	Medieval Islamic Political Philosophy I (Al-Farabi)
	4
	2
	2

	9.
	Medieval Islamic Political Philosophy II (Ibn-Khaldun)
	      4
	2
	2

	10.
	Medieval European Political Philosophy (Thomas Aquinas and M. Padua)
	4
	2
	2

	11.
	Niccollo Makiavelli’s Principe
	4
	2
	2

	12.
	Social Contract Theory Authors (Social Contract Theory; Thomas Hobbs)
	4
	2
	2

	13.
	Social Contract Theory Authors (John Locke)
	4
	2
	2

	14.
	Social Contract Theory Authors (Jean-Jacques Russo)
	
	
	

	15.
	Separation of Powers - S. L. Montesquieu
	
	
	


Topics and their Content 
Theme № 1. Introduction to the History of Political Philosophy

What is political science and political philosophy? The main difference between them. Scope of interest in political philosophy. Questions that philosophers have been trying to answer since ancient times: What is justice? What are the goals of a good society? What is the basis of human dignity? Freedom, Virtue, Ideal Form of Government. Stages of development of political thought. Ancient period, Middle Ages, Renaissance, Modern period.

Theme № 2. Political Thought in the Ancient East

Political thought in ancient Egypt. Analysis of the works of Ptahotep and Amenemope. Political thought in ancient Babylon. Ancient Babylonian political and legal monument “Laws of King Hammurabi of Babylon. Political Thought and Arthashastra in Ancient India. Political Thoughts in Ancient China. Confucianism and legism.

Theme № 3. Political Thought in Ancient Greece I

In the course of the fifth century BCE the term Sophists meant a new type of intellectuals, professional educators who toured the Greek world offering instruction in a wide range of subjects, with particular emphasis on skill in public speaking. Protogoras teachings. The famous thesis of the Protogoras: "Man is the measure of all things, of the things that are that they are and of the things that are not that they are not". 
The famous critic of the Sophists – Socrates. The political doctrine of Socrates: “The only true wisdom is in knowing you know nothing”. 
Theme № 4. Political Thought in Ancient Greece II

Plato's political doctrine. Plato and Plato’s Academy. His doctrine on the state and its Ideal State. Plato's division of society into classes. Plato's “Cave” allegory. Plato about true philosophers. Plato on the merging of politics and philosophy. Plato's Laws. Quantitative analysis characterizing a good state. State forms.

Theme № 5. Political thought in ancient Greece III

Aristotle's political doctrine. Aristotle that laid the foundations of comparative analysis by analyzing the forms of government. He was the first researcher to introduce a classification of forms of government, taking into account the differences in the Greek police. Aristotle - polymath. Aristotle - the first teacher. Aristotle's school - Lyceum. Zoon politocon concept. “Correct” and “incorrect” state forms according to Aristotle. Aristoel's "politieia". Thoughts on the golden mean and proportion. Aristotle on justice.

Theme № 6. Political Thought in Ancient Rome I

Political teachings of the Hellenistic period. In the last quarter of the fourth century BC, Greek police lost their independence and came under the rule of Macedonia and then Rome. The work of Epicurus was during the decline of the ancient Greek state. State and law in Epicurus' explanation ("Justice is a contract born of nature and useful in order not to harm each other, not to tolerate harm"). Change in justice in the interpretation of Epicurus. The political teachings of the ancient Greek historian and thinker Polybius. Opinions on the cycle of state forms. First thoughts on the separation of powers.

Theme № 7. Political Thought in Ancient Rome II

Cicero's political doctrine. Cicero - eclectic. Cicero - the first creator of philosophical terminology in Latin. Cicero's approach to social and political problems in his books On Oratory (lat. De oratore), On the State (lat. De republica) and On Laws (lat. De legibus). Cicero on the division of power ("The composition of state bodies should be unitary, not divisible, that is, one part of them should control another part"). Cicero's "Res publica est res populi" thesis. 
Theme № 8. Political philosophy in the Islamic world in the Middle Ages I

In the tenth and fourteenth centuries, Arabic-language philosophy reached its peak based on the study of Eastern and ancient Greek philosophy. During this period, Eastern peripateticism, based on the philosophy of Plato and Aristotle, which later became the original doctrine, became widespread. The doctrines of politics, state, and power in medieval Arabic philosophy are in the teachings of eminent thinkers such as Abu al-Nasr al-Farabi, the Brotherhood of Purity, Ibn Sina, Ibn Rushd, and Ibn Khaldun. Al-Farabi's political views. Al-Farabi - The second teacher. Al-Farabi’s ideas on the state and "ignorant" and "virtuous" cities.

Theme № 9. Political philosophy in the Islamic world in the Middle Ages II

Ibn Rushd - the last representative of Eastern peripateticism. Ibn Rushd on philosophy and religion. The main ideas of Ibn Rushd's socio-political doctrine in Talhis-as-Siyasa.

The political teachings of Ibn Khaldun, a great Arab scholar and politician in the history of socio-political thought not only in the Muslim East, but in the whole world. Ibn Khaldun - the founder of sociology. Ibn Khaldun's "Muqaddima". Ibn Khaldun's theoretical review of the stages of development of the state, as well as the application of his theory to the analysis of the historical evolution of the caliphate, its transformation into a monarchy.

Theme № 10. Medieval European Political Philosophy

Contradictions between the Crown and the Church. The rise of the church in the 11th century under the reforms of Pope Gregory VII. In the person of Gregory VII, the papacy claimed not only independence from the power of the emperors, but also domination over them. In his work, the Pope was guided by the teachings of St. Augustine about the city of God. The theory of the sun and the moon and the two swords were widely used to determine the relationship between spiritual and secular powers. Political teachings of T. Aquinas. Political views of M. Padua. Opinions about laws and about citizens.

Theme № 11. Niccolo Machiavelli's Political Doctrine
Niccolo compares himself to Christopher Columbus for discovering a new concept that Machiavelli calls "New Regimes and Rules." "Discourses on Livy." Machiavelli is a teacher of realism and pragmatism. The new concept of "virtue" - courage, manliness, boldness. Machiavelli's "allegory of a lion and a fox."
Niccolo Machiavelli's “Principe”. Machiavelli on keeping promises and his thoughts on Religion. Doctrines of international law: "Pacta sund servanda" and "Rebus sic stantibus". Machiavelli on the use of violence. Machiavelli on the State and State Interests. Machiavelli on Grandi and Popolo.

Theme № 12. Social contract theorists (Thomas Hobbes)
Theories of the formation of the state. The concept of social contract. The political doctrine of Thomas Hobbes. Thomas Hobbs on the "state of nature." The concepts of "Homo homini lupus est" and "Bellum omnium contra omnes". Hobbes's views on freedom and the law. Hobbes's works “Leviathan” and “De Cive”.

Theme № 13 Social Contract Theorists (John Locke)
John Locke's political doctrine. John Locke was one of the most influential thinkers of the Enlightenment and the "father of liberalism." John Locke's views on the "state of nature" and the difference between his concept and Hobbes' concept. On the beginning of political societies. On the goals of political society and states. John Locke’s Doctrine of “Consent” and Majority.
Theme № 14 Social Contract Theorists (Jean-Jacques Russo)
The political doctrine of Jean-Jacques Russo. Russo: "Man is born free, but everywhere he is in chains". Russo on the "state of nature". Comparison with Hobbes and Locke's concepts of the state of nature (Russo's "Beautiful Savagery" approach). A new type of social inequality - political inequality. The concept of social contract. Russo: "The sovereignty of the people is indivisible, flawless, and absolute. Russo's views on the "common will."

Topic № 15 Political Theories in the Period of Rationalism and the Formation of Theories of Natural Law (Montesquieu)

The political teachings of C. L. Montesquieu. Montesquieu's “Spirit of Laws”. Montesquieu on the climate and state forms. Montesquieu on the correlation of the territorial structure and state forms. Montesquieu: “Every Man Invested with Power is Apt to abuse it”. On the separation of powers. Relation between the idea of ​​political freedom and the idea of ​​civil freedom. Montesquieu’s thesis: “Laws must conform to the spirit of the people”.
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