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Program For “Political Sociology” course

Explanatory notes
Course objectives: The course offers main conceptual frameworks and issue-based discussions
to explain and critically analyze the relationships between society and politics, perception of society and its relations with the state. Its foremost objective is to introduce a broader picture to the political processes, bringing the state and societal theories together to solve the dilemma, which puzzled the most prominent political thinkers and sociologist on how to organize and structure state and society to bring order and prosperity.
The course intends to introduce students to modern concepts and theories in political sociology, as well as in political science and sociology. Besides, it is expected to apply main concepts and theories of political sociology to analyze political processes, such as political participation, political institutions and social changes.
Learning outcomes: 
· Demonstration of understanding of main concepts in political sociology, such as politics, state policy, society, civil society, power, authority, influence, force, social capital, public space, public sphere, socialization, public participation etc.

· Understanding of the role of state institutions (government, parliament, army, courts) in society, their influence on behavior of citizens.

· Understanding of explaining the relationships between society and state, public participation and social factors.
· Demonstration of understanding of main theories in political sociology, such as functionalism/neo-functionalism, conflict theory, pluralism/neo-pluralism, state-centric-institutional approach, rational choice theory, different approaches, social cleavage and modernization theories

· Critical analysis of the theories, assessment of negative and positive aspects of each one. Practical and unbiased analysis of society and power, social action and voting behavior, conventional and nonconventional public participation, social and political changes. 
Presentation of Topics by teaching hours
	№
	Themes
	Total 
	Including

	
	
	
	Lecture
	Seminar

	1.
	Introduction to Political Sociology

The Interrelation of Politics and Sociology  
	4
	2
	2

	2.
	The concept of Positivism. Positive statements and normative statements
	4
	2
	2

	3.
	Changing definitions of Politics and Power 
	4
	2
	2

	4.
	Identity Politics: Race, Ethnicity, Class and Gender 
	4
	2
	2

	5.
	The understanding of the Social Agencies and Social Stratification
	4
	2
	2

	6.
	States and Governance

Difference between political legitimacy and Authority
	4
	2
	2

	7.
	Globalization 
	4
	2
	2

	8.
	Democratization 
	4
	2
	2

	9.
	Development and Social Change 

Theoretical Perspectives of Global Stratification 
	4
	2
	2

	10.
	Theories of Elites and Leadership 
	4
	2
	2

	11.
	Game theory 
	4
	2
	2

	12.
	Political Participation:   Political Parties and its Forms 
Elections and Voting Behaviour 
	4
	2
	2

	13.
	Protest and Social Movements
Ideas of Pluralism and Poliarchy 
	4
	2
	2

	14.
	Welfare State Theory
	4
	2
	2

	15.
	Politics and Social Media
	4
	2
	2


Topics and their Content 
1. Introduction to Political Sociology
The Interrelation of Politics and Sociology. Other fields that Sociology is interrelated with (Economics, Psychology, Medicine, Environmental studies etc.). The objectives and the scope of Political Sociology. The concepts of power, the state and the conflict and how politics and sociology approach these concepts.
2. The concept of Positivism. 
Development of positivism and empirical approaches. Difference between positive statements and normative statements. Auguste Comte’s and Emile Durkheim’s contribution to and understanding of the positivism. Hypothesis and theories. Research methods. 
3. Changing definitions of Politics and Power
Power definitions. Functionalism and conflict theory. Emile Durkheim and his collective conscience. Michelle Foucault and his ideas regarding repressive power and “normalizing power”. Talcott Parsons and his allegory between power and money and how people “deposit” power into their leaders as they deposit their money to banks. Harold Lasswell’s definition of power. 
4. Identity Politics: Race, Ethnicity, Class and Gender
State and social cohesion. How identity affects politics. Emergence of nations. The state formation and nation building.  Nationalism as a hallmark of modernity. Nationalism is not adopted randomly or equally across society. How different status groups have different benefits from nationalist values. Samuel Huntignton’s ideas on how we define ourselves and how people use politics not just to advance their interests but also to define their identity. 
5. The understanding of the Social Agencies and Social Stratification

Defining social agencies. Groups and types of groups and organizations. Bureaucracies and Mcdonaldization of the Society. Systems of stratification. The class system and its levels. The concept of meritocracy. Equality and equity. Social inequality and its consequences for Society and the States. Richard Wilkinson and his latest research how inequality harms the societies. 
6. States and Governance

Societies as organized power networks. David Bentham and his three conditions for power to be regarded as legitimate. What is political legitimacy and Authority. Types of Authority proposed by Weber. Authority and its difference from legitimacy. Methods to maintain Legitimacy. Governance and its definition. 
7. Globalisation
What is globalization? How regionalization differs. Globalization and its discontents. Global capitalism. Is nationalism declining in the age of globalisation? What is the relationship between national sovereignty and global governance? Global governance concept and its configurations. Global challenges. 
8. Democratization

The concept of democracy. The types of democracies. Consolidated democracies and unconsolidated democracies. Huntington’s waves of democratization. Martin Deymour Lipset’s ideas on the “Conditions associated with the existence and stability of democratic society”. Democracy or “Dollorocracy”. Discrimination and exclusion in democratic societies.  Modernization and democracy. 
9. Development and Social Change

Developed countries and developing countries. Theoretical Perspectives of Global Stratification. Theories of Modernization and Dependency. Antonio Gramsci and Johan Galtung’s ideas. Wallerstein’s world systems theory. Core countries and peripheries. Transnational Corporations and their impact to the development or “dependent development”. 
10. Theories of Elites and Leadership. 

Ideas of Karl Marx on the division of society into exploited class and exploiters. Is there a difference between exploited and subjected class? Vilfredo Pareto’s classification of elites. Circulation of elites and the reason why the revolutions take place. Vilfredo Pareto’s 20/80 rule. The Iron law of Oligarchy by Robert Michels. “Power of Elite” and types of Elites proposed by Charles Wright Mills. The coordination between the elites in decision making process.
11. Game theory

Game theory as a strategical approach to the social relations. Its significance for social sciences. Types of games: Zero sum games and non-zero sum games. Finite games and infinite games. The case of Caribbean crisis through prism of games. Prisoner’s dilemma by John Nash. 

12. Political Participation: Political Parties and its Forms 
Theories of democratic participation. Voting behaviour and what affects it. Study of current fields of analysis in political sociology related to very specific forms of political participation: voting and electoral politics, social and political movements. These particular areas constitute the focal points of political sociology which are important in understanding how these particular forms of political participation affect power in society. 
13. Protest and Social Movements
Ideas of Pluralism and Poliarchy
Ways of participation. Types and stages of social movements. Who participates and why. Students as a new social force. Global social movements. M. Olson’s “The Logic of Collective Action”. The concept of Pluralism. Robert Dahl and his work “Who governs”. Polyarchy and its definition.
14. Welfare State Theory
Three Types of Welfare States. Liberal, social democratic, and conservative—differentiated
by population coverage, role of the private market, target population, and poverty reduction through redistribution of income. Does welfare state theory emerged because of the capitalism and or liberalism? Whether welfare state theory related with the left-wing political ideologies?
15. Politics and social media
Connection between Politics and the Media. Development of the Media.  Aristotle’s model of communication. Harold Lasswell’s definition of Media: “Who says what, through which channel and with what effect”. How media affects the political processes? Role of the state and political parallelism. Who really owns the media? How public opinion is affected? How Media transforms our lives and social dilemma. Comparing Media in different countries: Hallin and Mancini’s three models:  Polarized Pluralist, Democratic Corporatist and Liberal models
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