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Explanatory notes
Course objectives: The main purpose of this course is to provide a broad introduction into the foundations of the methodologies used in the social sciences. During this course student will be acquainted with such notions as positive statements and negative statements, empiricism, correlation and causation, hypothesis and theory and ethical issues. The objective of this course is also about “de-mystifying” the research project and showing the students that they can also start doing research on the areas they are interested in. 
Learning outcomes: 
· The student will acquire knowledge of the basic principles of the scientific method.
· Demonstrate understanding of main concepts in research methods.
· Evaluate the reliability and validity of a research study based on its research design, sampling methods, data collection instrument, and analysis technique
· Construct a survey to analyze the relationship between two variables
Presentation of Topics by teaching hours
	№
	Themes
	Total 
	Including

	
	
	
	Lecture
	Seminar

	1.
	Introduction to Research Methods
	4
	2
	2

	2.
	Empiricism in Political Science
	4
	2
	2

	3.
	Approaches in the Research and Research Types
	4
	2
	2

	4.
	Research levels and Research Design
	4
	2
	2

	5.
	Experiments in the Research Methods 
	4
	2
	2

	6.
	Variables
	4
	2
	2

	7.
	Population and Sampling
	4
	2
	2

	8.
	Random sampling
	4
	2
	2

	9.
	Non-random sampling
	      4
	2
	2

	10.
	Quantitative methods
	4
	2
	2

	11.
	Qualitative methods
	4
	2
	2

	12.
	Data Analysis
	4
	2
	2

	13.
	Wilkinson’s Research on “How inequality harms the societies” (case study example of comparative research)
	4
	2
	2

	14.
	Ethical issues in Research
	4
	2
	2

	15.
	The Research Report
	4
	2
	2


Topics and their Content 
Introduction to Research Methods
Scientific study of Politics. Research and methodology. The purpose of the Research. Role of the logic inference in Political science. How the decisions are made in the State (cycle of the decision making process) and why do we need research before and after the decisions. Why there is a constant need of researched information for the State and Society. Primary Research & Secondary Research.
Empiricism in Political Science
The importance of the theory in empiricism. What is empirical and observational evidence. The elements of empiricism. The concept of Positivism in Social Sciences. Positive and normative questions. 
Approaches in the Research and Research Types
Types of the research (qualitative and quantitative). Comparative politics and comparative research method in politics. Basic research, Applied research, Descriptive research, Explanatory research, Longitudinal Research, Cross-sectional Research. How to distinguish between convincing and unconvincing research.
Research levels and Research Design
Research Design. Choosing research topic and identifying the research question. Literature review. Reliable sources of information. Peer-blind review journals. Choosing strategy and relevant methodology. Main stages of the research. 
Experiments in the Research Methods
Definition of the experiments. Types of the experiments. The control group and its importance. Quasi experiments. The examples of the experiments in Political Science.  
Variables
Thinking about the world of Politics in terms of Variables. Independent Variables and Dependent Variables. Examples in politics. Difference between causation and correlation. Generating hypothesis. Theory, axiom. Validity of the research.
Population and Sampling
Sampling. Determining a sample group or population that represents the characteristics of the population group as closely as possible. Representativeness. Although a very large sample increases the degree of representativeness, it requires large resources and time. A too small sample may reduce the representativeness of the results. The size of the sample is affected by both the purpose and methodological position of the study, as well as extraneous factors.
Random sampling
In random sampling methods, each element in the population has an equal probability of being included. The individuals are not selected based on any characteristics or qualities. Such an approach is used more frequently in quantitative research, because the main goal for the researcher is to learn the opinions of different types of people in a short period of time and to draw generalizing ideas. Simple random sampling. Systematic method. Stratification method: Proportional and non-proportional. Cluster method. Differences between stratification and cluster. 

Non-Random sampling
The probability of selection of the subjects is equal in random sampling, however the probability of some of the individuals in non-random sampling is higher. Sample is selected based on the convenience, experience or judgment of the researcher. Convenience sampling, voluntary response sampling, purposive sampling, snowball sampling, quota sampling and method of selection of extreme cases.

Quantitative methods
The descriptive and explanatory nature of quantitative research. The basis of quantitative research is calculations, measurement of a specific event, as well as statistical processing of obtained numerical data. Advantages of the quantitative method. Quantitative research is the collection and analysis of primary information. The methodology of quantitative research is always based on accurate mathematical and statistical models, which ultimately allows obtaining an accurate quantitative value of the studied indicators.
Qualitative methods
Description of qualitative methodology. The importance of describing, understanding and explaining individual and social processes in qualitative research. Advantages of qualitative research. Types of qualitative methodology. Qualitative research and its moderatum generalization.
Data Analysis
Internal validity of the result (causality). External accuracy of the result (specificity). Coding and encryption of collected data. Content analysis: transforming verbal and nonquantitative document into quantitative data. Distribution rate. Mean, median and mode.
Wilkinson’s Research on “How inequality harms the societies” (case study example of comparative research)
Research by Richard Wilkinson (TEDX video presentation and discussion). The impact of social equality on countries. “The average well-being of our societies is not dependent any longer on national income and economic growth. But the differences between us and where we are in relation to each other now matter very much”.
Ethical issues in Research
Rules of ethics. Important ethical considerations. Treating participants with respect. No harm to the researcher and the participants; mutual consent; interference with private life. Privacy and anonymity. Informed consent. Plagiarism and avoiding plagiarism doing a proper referencing.
The Research Report

Structuring report. The format and the example. The difference in presenting research reports with qualitative and quantitative data. Taking into account the target audience. Finding and analysis. Recommendations. Further research. Illustrations. 
Literature
Barakso, M., Sabet, D.M. and Schaffner, B. (2013) Understanding Political Science Research Methods. Routledge.

‌Campbell, Donald T. and H. Laurence Ross. (1970) The Connecticut Crackdown on Speeding. In Edward R. Tufte, ed. The Quantitative Analysis of Social Problems. Reading, Mass.: Addison-Wessley
Janet Buttolph Johnson, Reynolds, H.T. and Mycoff, J.D. (2020). Political science research methods. Thousand Oaks, California: Cq Press, an Imprint of Sage Publications, Inc.

‌King, Gary. (1989) Unifying Political Methodology. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Mcnabb, D.E. (2016) Research methods for political science : quantitative and qualitative approaches. London And New York: Routledge, Taylor Et Francis Group.

‌Stinchcombe, Arthur L. (1968) Constructing Social Theories. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
1
2
7

