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“Politologiya”, “Beynəlxalq Münasibətlər”, “Regionşünaslıq (Avropa üzrə)” 
ixtisaslarının bakalavr təhsil səviyyəsi üçün hazırlanmış

“Siyasi və iqtisadi coğrafiya” fənninin
İŞÇİ TƏDRİS PROQRAMI

Course outline

Political and Economic Geography (PEG) explores the connections between political power, economy and geographical dimensions. This course introduces students to the key topics in PEG including the following: states and territories, various concepts of modern state, the sources of government legitimacy, the emergence of modern states in Europe and beyond, the concept of political institutions and political institutionalization, resources and demographic growth, limits to economic growth, and geopolitical theories of inter-state relations.

Course objectives

· provide an overview of different approaches to key concepts in the field of study

· introduce a variety of theoretical debates from relevant scholarly literature 

· explore the complex relationships between political power, space and economic resources 

Learning outcomes:

After completing the course, students will be able to: 

· gain a familiarity with a variety of perspectives to key debates in the field PEG;

· sharpen their understanding of different approaches to the major themes of the course;

· learn and be able to debate about some of the key analytical approaches used in PEG research.

Based on the curriculum, this course stipulates 90 hours of teaching (including 60 hours of lectures, 30 hours of exercises).
Division of topics on hours
	№
	Topic titles
	Total
	Inter alia

	
	
	
	Lecture
	Seminar

	1.
	Introduction into the sub-field of Political Geography
	4
	2
	2

	2.
	Max Weber – The Modern State


	4
	2
	2

	3.
	Max Weber – Theory of Domination


	4
	2
	2

	4.
	Charles Tilly: War, Geopolitical Competition and State Making


	4
	2
	2

	5.
	Charles Tilly: State Making – European Experience


	4
	2
	2

	6.
	State Making – European Experience


	4
	2
	2

	7.
	Development of African States


	4
	2
	2

	8.
	Capitalism and development of African States
	4
	2
	2

	9.
	Samuel Huntington – Political Order in Changing Societies


	4
	2
	2

	10.
	Michael Mann - Infrastructural power 


	4
	2
	2

	11.
	Thomas Malthus: Resources and Population / Limits to Economic Growth
	4
	2
	2

	12.
	World Systems Analysis


	4
	2
	2

	13.
	Geopolitical thinking I: An Overview


	4
	2
	2

	14.
	Geopolitical thinking II: Mackinder 


	4
	2
	2

	15.
	Geopolitics of energy transitions


	4
	2
	2


Topics with contents

Topic 1
Introduction into the sub-field of Political Geography

Definitions of Political Geography and Economic Geography; Key Political Geography concepts: Space (or spatial patterns or spatial relations), place, territory and territoriality, Territorial integration / disintegration, Italy Case Study
Topic 2

Max Weber – The Modern State
Max Weber’s definition of State and bases of legitimate authority, in class assignment: Measuring Democracy and Stateness using the methodology of Transformation Index of the Bertelsmann Stiftung (BTI) 2022
Topic 3
Max Weber – Theory of Domination

Weber’s types of authority, three types of authority (Herrschaft): Legal-rational, charismatic and traditional, patrimonialism and neo-patrimonialism in Africa, patron-client relations, Weberian concept of bureaucracy, ethnic diversity and state consolidation: Case Study of Nigeria
Topic 4
Charles Tilly: War, Geopolitical Competition and State Making
Tilly’s theory on the origins of states, the role of war-making, Coercion, capital, commitment, Major Types of States in World History: Small city-state, unified kingdom, empires and consolidated modern states.
Topic 5
Charles Tilly: State Making – European Experience

State-building in Europe, Europe before late 15th century, the fluidity of territorial borders in Europe circa 1490, state formation in Hungary,  Europe circa 1990 – and consolidation of national states, Centrality of war for state formation

Topic 6
State Making – European Experience

Two different kinds of political regimes can be found among the territorial states of 18th century Europe: the absolutist and the constitutional (Ertman’s theory), Testing Tilly’s theory using contemporary cases: Afghanistan and Vietnam; nationalism, state failure
Topic 7
Development of African States
Empirical and juridical statehood (Jackson and Rosberg 1982), State accoridng to the Montevideo Convention on Rights and Duties of States, approaches to political economy: State-centric, classical/neoclassical and Marxist
Topic 8
Capitalism and development of African States 
Varieties of capitalism: Enterprise capitalism, social/welfare capitalism and state capitalism, Managed or unmanaged capitalism? Two rival economic strategies: Keynesianism and Neoliberalism.
Topic 9
Samuel Huntington – Political Order in Changing Societies
Huntington’s definition of political institutions, Huntington’s theory of instability in the developing world, Douglas North on the role of institutions in ecnomic development, Case Study of Mauritius 
Topic 10
Michael Mann - Infrastructural power

Mann’s definition of the state / civil society, despotic power vs. infrastructural power, feudal and imperial states, bureaucratic and authoritarian states, Middle East Map Quiz.
Topic 11
Thomas Malthus: Resources and Population / Limits to Economic Growth
Demographic tendencies, population growth and finite resources, Malthusianism: the inability of resources to keep up with the rising human population, Testing Malthus’s theory with empirical evidence: History of England: how England broke out of the Malthusian trap. 

Topic 12
World Systems Analysis
Theorizing Development: Modernization theory, dependency theory and World-Systems Analysis, Rostow’s stages of economic growth, core-periphery-semi-periphery in World Systems Analysis (Wallerstein), import-substitution vs. export-led growth strategies.
Topic 13
Geopolitical thinking I: An Overview
Geopolitics as the analysis of geographic influences on power relationships in international relations, Ratzel’s “organic theory of state” theory and the German historic experience.
Topic 14
Geopolitical thinking II: Mackinder
Mackinder’s heartland and its functions, geopolitics and its influence on Great Game between Russia and the West over domination of the Heartland, geographical determinism
Topic 15
Geopolitics of energy transitions
Conceptualizing the clean energy transition, Success story: Germany’s Energiewende, the new global energy order, Russia’s use of energy as a weapon, the war in Ukraine and the role of Caspian energy resources in European energy security. 
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