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Program 

For

“Theories of International Relations” course
Explanatory notes
Course objectives: The main objective of the course is to equip the students with the necessary knowledge and skills to analyze the international political developments by applying the theories of IR. The teaching of this subject envisages that future specialists will acquire relevant knowledge on the theory of international relations and further on gaining relevant skills in critical, dialectical, logical analysis of events, this will help them to apply this knowledge in real life. 
This course of the program studies the most prominent themes in philosophical and scientific thought about international relations. It gives special consideration to the historical evolution of international relations scholarship, and to the most significant debates among scholars, to facilitate understanding of the fundamental problems countries face and the broad patterns of their interactions with one another. The course teaches the formation and development of the subject "Theory of International Relations" as an independent subject, theories of international relations in modern times, geopolitical processes in the world. 

Learning outcomes: 
Upon completion of the course, the students are expected to form:
- Ideas about the goals and objectives of the subject of the theory of international relations, research methods, its relationship with other sciences;

- Ideas about the dynamics of the emergence and development of international relations;

- Ideas about international relations, foreign policy, national interests, the concept of power

- To develop the ability to make logical judgments, draw conclusions and substantiate them in the field of international relations; 
Furthermore, the students are expected to articulate analytical and critical thinking on 

- International conflict 

- Alliances & balance of power 

- Cooperation and international economy

- International Norms

Presentation of Topics by teaching hours
	№
	Themes
	Total 
	Including

	
	
	
	Lecture
	Seminar

	1.
	Introduction to the Course / IR as an Academic Subject 
	4
	2
	2

	2.
	Classical Realism 
Machiavelli’s Realism
	4
	2
	2

	3.
	Thomas Hobbs contribution to Realism (Hobbesian Realism)
	4
	2
	2

	4.
	Morgentau’s Realism and Shellings’s Approach
	4
	2
	2

	5.
	Neorealism & Neoclassical Realism
	4
	2
	2

	6.
	The Balance of Power and Its Consequences
	4
	2
	2

	7.
	Liberalism & Neoliberalism 
	4
	2
	2

	8.
	Neoliberalism within IPE 

Mercantilism
	4
	2
	2

	9.
	The Marxist Response  
	      4
	2
	2

	10.
	Neomarxism
	4
	2
	2

	11.
	Social Constructivism 
	4
	2
	2

	12.
	International Anarchy and Global Governance
	4
	2
	2

	13.
	Debates in the field of Theories of İnternational Relations
	4
	2
	2

	14.
	Actors behaviour theory
	4
	2
	2

	15.
	Foreign Policy and Diplomacy 

Transnational actors & IOs in global politics
	4
	2
	2


Topics and their Content 

1. The subject and importance of the theory of international relations

Concept and criteria of international relations theory. The theory of international relations is the most important and integral part of modern political science. Interactions of foreign and domestic policy.  Characteristics of the object of research in the theory of international relations. The emergence, organization and development of the theory of international relations. Modern ideas on the topic of the theory of international relations. International relations as an independent science, its characteristics and differences from other social sciences, its role and place in the humanitarian knowledge system.

2. The theory of realism

Provisions of classical realism related to the problems of international relations. Machiavelli's realism. Machiavelli's "Principe". Machiavelli's ideas about power. Concepts of power and national interest. International Anarchy. Realism in International and world politics.
3. Thomas Hobbes and his ideas

Concepts of "State of Nature" and "social contract" by Thomas Hobbes. Ideas from Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes. “De Cive” by Thomas Hobbes. The concept of the War and “Bellum omnia contra omnes”.
4. Approaches of Morgenthau and Schelling

Morgenthau's "six principles of political realism". Morgenthau's interpretation of the concept of ethics in international relations. Principles of international law in international relations (Rebus sic stantibus" and "Pacta sunt servanda).

Schelling's proposed strategic realism (“Diplomacy means reaching an agreement: it seeks outcomes that, although not ideal for both parties, are better for both parties than some alternatives. . . Bargaining can be polite or rude, it can lead to threats and offers, and admits of mistrust rather than trust. But . . . there must be only mutual interest, if mutual injury is to be avoided").
5. The theory of neorealism

Structural realism. Insights from Kenneth Waltz. Concepts of relative and absolute earnings. The main forces and principles of the international system. Neorealism and classical realism

The difference between neorealism and neoclassical realism. Neo-neo debate. Security issue.

6. Theory of balance of power

Realists call the balance of power "the main principle of international relations", "the fundamental law of politics". According to the theory of balance of power, the whole system is in balance in a situation where there are many states with different power and each of them strives to increase its own power. Peace and independence of small states are achieved through the balance of forces. There are two types of balance: 1. A simple balance that exists between two states of approximately equal power; 2. Multiple balances existing between many states.
7. Theory of liberalism

Basic provisions of the theory of liberalism. Advantages of the Liberal Concept of International Politics. The theory of liberalism in the era of globalization. Economic theory of liberalism. Free trade in liberalism. Adam Smith's principles of free trade. Adam Smith’s "hidden hand of the market". The theory of neoliberalism. 
Economic theory of liberalism
David Ricardo Applying Adam Smith's ideas to international relations. The theory of relative advantage of liberalism and neoliberalism. International political economy. Global economy. Concepts of mercantilism and capitalism. Policy of protectionism. Concepts of positive balance and negative balance.
8. Theories of Marxism and Neo-Marxism

Marxism critical theory. Basic provisions of the Theory of International Relations in Marxism. The concept of history in Marxism. Marxism on imperialism and nationalism. Critique of Marxism.

9. Theories of Neo-Marxism

Development of world countries. Exploitation of third world countries. Modernization and world systems theories. Immanuel Wallerstein's thoughts.

10. Social constructivism

"Constructivism is related to human consciousness and its role in international life." Basic provisions of constructivism. Constructivism and Marxist ideas.

11. International Anarchy and Global Governance

Concepts of international anarchy and global governance. Global governance mechanisms in dealing with global problems. Impact of global problems on the state and development of international relations. Solutions to global problems; implementation of a purposeful strategy coordinated by the world community; The main reasons for the emergence and exacerbation of global problems: the disparity between the scale and growth rate of the world economy and the Earth's natural resources; results of scientific and technological progress; world population growth.
12. Great debates in the theory of international relations

International cooperation and integration. General characteristics of international cooperation. Interstate cooperation from the point of view of political realism. International cooperation and integration processes. Arms race and maintaining a multi-million army, etc. Establishment of social justice and equality in the world; strengthening international stability, creating a lasting peace.
13. Behavioral theories of actors

General characteristics of behavioral theories of actors. Theory of decision making. The goals, means and strategies of participants in international relations. State and non-state participants of international relations.

14. Foreign policy and diplomacy

The concept of foreign policy. Functions of foreign policy. Interrelationship between foreign and domestic policy: Domestic stability creates the basis for the state's foreign policy to be peaceful and consistent with the principles of international law. And on the contrary, the unstable and crisis situation in the country causes the state's foreign policy to ignore international legal norms.
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